The Under Secretary of Veterans Affairs for Benefits
Washington, DC
December 19, 2007
My Fellow Employees:
As many of you may have already heard, Ron Aument has announced his
retirement from Federal service effective January 3, 2008. As Deputy Under
Secretary for Benefits, Ron has provided extraordinary leadership and support to
all of us in VBA during extremely critical and challenging times. We are most
grateful to him for his dedicated service.
Ron held a number of positions of national leadership before coming to
VBA, including VA's Deputy Chief of Staff. In every position, he has been
recognized for his commitment to doing the right thing for veterans and for
employees - and for doing them in the right way to keep the organization moving
forward. Ron is able to combine high intelligence and an exceptional ability to
communicate with strong values, a genuine respect for people, and great
warmth. He is highly respected throughout VA and the veteran community, and
leaves a superb legacy of integrity, professionalism, enthusiasm, and vision for
all current and future VA employees.
I have worked throughout my career with many excellent managers, and
without question, Ron is one of the very finest. I know that you join me in
wishing Ron continued success and much happiness.
Together with announcing Ron's retirement, I am pleased to announce the
Secretary's appointment of Mike Walcoff to succeed Ron in the position of
Deputy Under Secretary for Benefits. Certainly Mike's outstanding leadership
abilities are known and recognized by all within VA. I have the utmost
confidence in Mike's ability to continue to build and strengthen VBA and lead us
through the many changes ahead.
The Secretary has also appointed Diana Rubens to serve as Associate
Deputy Under Secretary for Field Operations. As Western Area Director, Diana
has demonstrated her ability to set a course of action, energize employees, and
build a base for our field organization to continue to improve performance. I
know that in her new role, she will be a tremendous asset, both to our field
organization and to the VBA Headquarters organization.
/s/
Daniel L. Cooper

